
2020 End of Year Celebration
11 December 2020



Agenda
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► Welcome / Settle In – All 
► Summary of 2020 Activities and Reflections – Imola
► Holiday Snapshot – All
► Sharing Memorable Moments and Reflections – All 



Summary of 2020 Activities and Reflections
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WHAT A YEAR! 
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We Adapted, Learned Together, and Delivered! 
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► I am very proud of our 2020 accomplishments!
► Grateful to everyone in the BBSW community who contributed to a 

successful year during these unusual circumstances and trying times



2020 Activities and Highlights 

► Welcomed new President-elect, Board and Advisory Council
► Updated Mission statement 
► Purchased Zoom account 
► Held two successful virtual symposiums
► Developed the BBSW App 
► Held five engaging community Meetups
► Kickstarted Project YODA
► Held a Leadership Forum on Data Sciences 
► Supported virtual events by SFASA  
► Managed BBSW administrative matters  
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February Offsite in Half Moon Bay                   
Seems like such a long time ago… 
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Welcomed New Members at the Offsite
Commenced planning for the year

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
1. IMOLA FODOR, President and 

Chair of the Board, GNE
2. CHENG SU, President-elect, 

BIOMARIN
3. LIANG FANG, Past-president 

(MYOKARDIA)
4. CHITO HERNANDEZ (BIOMARIN)
5. JING HUANG (VERACYTE)
6. RAY LIN (GENENTECH) 
7. TARA MADDALA (TM BIOSTATS)
8. MAJA MILOSLAVSKY (JAZZ)
9. SOFIA MOSESOVA (DENALI)
10.JULIA VARSHAVSKY 

(OCCAMPOINT)
11.DAVID ZHANG (MYOKARDIA)

OFFICERS
1. IMOLA FODOR, President 

(GENENTECH)
2. CHENG SU, President-elect 

(BIOMARIN)
3. RUIXIAO LU, Secretary 

(EXACT SCIENCES)
4. NING LENG, Treasurer 

(GENENTECH)
5. JING DU, Assistant Treasurer 

(CORCEPT THERAPEUTICS)

ADVISORY COUNCIL 
1. ALAN HOPKINS (BEIGENE)
2. MINGXIU HU (NEKTAR)
3. ZHENGNING LIN (ASCENDIS)
4. RON YU (GILEAD)
5. WHEDY WANG (THERAVANCE)
6. YING LU (STANFORD)
7. JIM WHITMORE (EXACT SCIENCES)
8. FAN ZHANG (ACERTA)
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Updated Vision and Mission Statement
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OUR MISSION
To promote connection, leadership, growth and impact of the SF Bay Area statistics 
and quantitative science community.

OUR VISION
BBSW becomes a leading organization for amplifying the impact of statistics and 
quantitative science on the next generation healthcare through exchange of scientific 
ideas and supporting career growth of its members.

OUR FOCUS AREAS
Annual conference: main annual (virtual) event 
Meetups: smaller meetings throughout the year
Leadership and career development: formal mentorship program and resources
Strategic alliances: partnerships with peer organizations to increase collective impact 



Virtual Symposium #1: Embracing Challenges and 
Opportunities Posed by the Covid-19 Pandemic
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Day 1: August 13 Day 2: August 14



Virtual Symposium #2: Balancing Speed and 
Evidence in Developing Covid-19 Therapies
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November 5

Lessons Learned Debrief
7 Dec 2020
To be shared with next team

Survey coming soon to get
input/ideas for 2021
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The BBSW App: Materials at Our Fingertips



Thank You to the Amazing Organizing Committee! 
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Shariq Alavi
Cytel

John Bennett
Exact Sciences

Sherry Cao
San Jose State U

Jing Du
Corcept

Will Garner
CytomX

Tony Lee
Clearview HealthcareQuinshu Lian

Genentech
Xiaoye Ma
Genentech

Tara Maddala
TM Biostats

Julia Varshavsky
Occam Point

Whedy Wang
Theravance

Jingyang Zhang
GrailPhil You

Biomarin
Peiwen Wu

Gilead
Godwin Yung

Genentech
Jing Zhang

Grail

Cheng Su
Biomarin

https://www.bbsw.org/organizing-committee


The First Meetup in February: Still F2F 
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Followed by a Series of Virtual Events  
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Ning Leng Julia Varshavsky Sofia Mosesova

Highly engaging local networking



Kickstarted Project YODA
BBSW Mentoring Program
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Chito Hernandez Ray Lin

First cohort: 
Ning Leng, David Zhang, Ruixiao Lu, Fan Zhang, Jing Du, 
Jing Huang, Zhengning Lin, Imola Fodor, Ron Yu, Jim Whitmore 



Fostered Connection and Learning: Leadership 
Forum on Growth & Hiring in Data Science
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David Zhang



Supported Local Organizations and Events 
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Dr Manisha Desai, Stanford
Dr Xihong Ling, Harvard
Dr Steven Goodman, Stanford
Dr Thomas Snyder, Adaptive Biotechnologies
Dr David Zhang, Myokardia
Dr Ron Wasserstein, ASA Executive Director

Stat4Onc Annual Conference Stanford May 7-9 (postponed)



Managed BBSW Organizational Matters
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► Kept web site updated and sent communication materials
► Hired Esther Chung Legal Services counsel
► Retained Lloyd’s London professional liability insurance 
► Managed our finances – paid our bills and taxes
► Recognized contributors with appreciation gifts
► Thanks to our Comms Leads and Treasurers

Ning Leng
Jing Du

Xiaoye MaPeiwen Wu

http://bbsw.org/


Where Next?

► Write ASA article about 2020 
► Elect new President-elect and assemble new Board 
► Build on the 2020 conference lessons-learned and plan 2021
► Form strategy working group 

► Determine direction and focus areas
► Consider areas deprioritized in 2020

► Affiliation program
► Leadership stories 

► Tactics to support the strategy: organizational choices as BBSW matures
► Balance volunteering with outsourcing (e.g. dedicated Zoom team)
► Identify dedicated electronic storage  
► …
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Thank You for a Successful 2020!

► I appreciated the opportunity to serve as Chair
► A special shoutout to Ruixiao for your partnership 
► As a community of the BBSW Board, Advisory 

Council, Officers, and Volunteers, we built on the 
foundations set by the founding Board

► Look forward to passing the baton to the next team 
of leaders and continuing to support BBSW
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Ruixiao Lu
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Holiday Snapshot
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Memorable Moments and Reflections on 2020
Open session

27



28


